THE GRAND DUCHY OF WARSAW
Toussaint I'Ouverture. Thus the aspirants for freedom
were employed, however reluctantly, in an effort to crush
a kindred movement. Their fate was a melancholy one.
Unable to resist the ravages of yellow fever, they died
in thousands, and only a wretched and disease-racked
handful returned to tell the tale.
The Poles had more cause for hope and courage in
1806, when war broke out between France and Prussia,
and Napoleon carried the operations into Prussia itself.
The battle of Jena, on October 14,1806, provoked a revolt
in Prussian Poland; the patriots were joined by a force
of Lithuanians, and the Prussians were driven from the
country. Napoleon entered Posen in triumph, and was
received with enthusiasm by the Poles. Hopes were
formed of a new national existence for the dismembered
kingdom.
But Napoleon had no Polish policy; he was concerned
with affairs much nearer to himself. He issued a vague
and evasive proclamation, suggesting that Poland was on
the eve of a new birth. " Shall the throne of Poland,"
he asked, " be re-established, and shall this great nation
resume its existence and independence ? Shall it spring
from the abyss of the tomb to life again ?" But the only
answer he could supply for this self-asked question was
bitterly disappointing : " God only, who holds in His
hands the issues of all events, is the Arbiter of this great
political problem; but certainly there never was a more
memorable or a more interesting event." Napoleon
succeeded in driving the Prussians out of Poland, and on
January 14, 1807, after the bade of Poltusk, his army
entered Warsaw in triumph. Then war broke out with
Russia.
It was now, if he had ever intended to consider the
aspirations of the unfortunate Poles and the future of
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